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VIEILLOT’S CRESTED FIREBACK 


Lophura tgnila rufa 
By J. DeLtacour (Los Angeles, California, U.S.A. 


Crested Firebacks are large Pheasants, although they are far 
ing the size of Peafowls or Argus; but they are heavy and 
have rather short, curved tails ; high, strong legs ; and 

possess a thick crest formed by many stiff feathers, bare 
lower half. The males are mostly metallic blue and the females 
t-brown. As is the case with the allied Bulwer’s Pheasant, the 
es are blue. rested Firebacks live in Malaysia, in lowland 
hey ‘mble in habits the Kalijs and Silver Pheasants. 
ind the neighbouring islands are the home of birds in 


males have chestnut under-parts and cinnamon central tail- 


but those found in the Malay Peninsula and in the greater 


atra are mostly bla k underneath with white central tail- 
nly in the south-east of Sumatra are there birds with mixed 
white, or chestnut under-parts ; some cocks even have 
il-feathers, diflering from the Bornean race only by the 
tnut parts of the plumage and by their shape, which is 


The truth i that Vieillot’ Firebacks, fine as they 


quite as beautifully shaped and coloured ; their 


imilar, but Vieillot’s hens are alway‘ 


yS 


their tail is chestnut instead of black. 


are pink in Vieillot’s, white in 


‘ve wattles art lightly differently 


and two Bornean and 


t part of it in the former. 
breed freely in the milder 
Southern France, and 


unle 
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BREEDING 


is well sheltered from the prevailing winds ; 
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the south 


‘ high wall of a service station and the west side boarded in, the 


sides being our sunny 
adjoining it, 

()ther 
netting 
parth screened by 


and 


otner was a box 
sloping 


a tin roof slightly 


side Ss. 


the low shrub and the Ti-tree division. 
inches wide, 
to 8 inches high at 


overhanging it. 


The north side has a 6ft. high 


but it provides very little shelter. 
than natural sites, two nests were provided ; one, a wire 


cup, was placed on the back wall and little over half-way up 


The 
6 inches deep, and 6 inches high 
the back, half the front 
This was placed near the 


with 


was along the mostly open north side. 


ne aviary there are 


whl Bengalese. 


a pair of Neophema bourku and a 


Feeding is upon simple lines, millet, 


and hulled oats being supplied for the Bourkes and 
PI 


»; the ‘Tanagers are particularly fond of the oats and I suspect 


hat of the others as well. 
ixture consists of 

and hone: 
} t| white 
apple 
all at once 
ther 


peen notced 


this is particularly 
wn then 
nostly 
orms oO! 


h 


to 
lettuce Or 
althoueg tne suppl 
bird 


food as 


: ° ' 
to bring tne 


live 


| 
ara 


Loc 1 
without 


} 
conhidence 


Hotn 


‘l anager: 


con 
The Doctor 
‘ mother 


' ' 
pictel 


uSCS <« 


The 
ie softbill mixture and also get their share 
wheatmeal 
are added ; when fed 
and yolk 


tomatoes, and orange 


reluse pez 
milk thistle 


grasshopp 


into breedin;: 


ill-eflects 


uld ev 


al hens built cup nests 


Jourkes get even by being the first 
of the mealworms. 
biscuits (ground), to which 
every morning) some finely- 
is added. Bananas are fed ad lib 


are supplied, though 


other fruits are also supplied when avail- 


{ten tire of fruit, not touching 


one 
noticeable with bananas, but I have 


no matter how much it is offered. 


and grit are also given. 


rs are supplied but not necessarily 


is increased as the breeding season 


r condition. 


important as fruit for non-breeding 


I 
1 = 
ns two cocks on nothing else 


i 
uillet for six months (as 
While they can be ke pt on seed 
er geta Blac} 
] 


an 


l'anager into breeding 


odd yea it can otherwise 


approat hed 


ls showed 


October the bir 
d began carr 


Nesting n 


; banana le ave 


al Inv around 


aterial consi ted ol 


broad reed leave 


prefer broad leaves for nesting 


crasses, at least that is the Doctor’s 


in the bushes, 
follow 


and apparently her daughter 





her footste 


p 
my pal! 
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bably not thinking too clearly I entered the aviary and examined 

nest; two eggs were noticed and the one examined was both 
lark and warm so a quick exit was made out of the aviary. Four 
to six mealworms were then provided every couple of hours. Each 
morning I was disappointed to see no apparent change in the old 
bird’s behaviour, but as the hen was still sitting all was not lost and 
the mealworm supply kept up. 

[ arrived home about 4.30 p.m. on the Friday (4th March 
to find much activity on the part of both birds, the cock displaying 
around the box and both begging for live food. Medium-sized meal- 
worms were supplied and I had the satisfaction of seeing both birds 
feed to an extent which to my untaught mind suggested two young. 
Fortunately I had four days off work so I was able to give whatever 
young they had a good start in life. 

One of the first things Dr. Brown had taught me was to disbelieve the 
stories about too many mealworms being harmful and sending pairs 
back to nest ; the trouble he assured me is not supplying enough instead 
of the opposite. He has reared Scarlet Tanagers on mealworms alone, 
but a more varied diet produces the better young; so, provided 
their birds will feed with mealworms, fanciers should not worry 
about using them ad lib. On the Saturday mealworms and small grass- 
hoppers were supplied as required from 6 a.m. till dark. Every time 
the parents begged for food it was supplied until they started to eat it 

selves ; I would let them eat two or three, then put a couple 
more in the dish to make sure. In this respect I found the cock the 
best feeder from the start in that he fed almost everything given him 
whereas the hen would feed a couple then eat a couple herself. ‘The 

en came to a dish on a ledge half-way up the front of the aviary, 
ut the cock usually begged down under the privet, so a dish was 
ced there and live food supplied in both. I tried them with meal- 
cut in halves, hey obviously preferred the whole worms, 


aw no purpose in continuing with this practice and accepted 


he parents know what is best for their babies. 


day dawned wet and miserable, and I was worried when they 
by 6.30 a.m., but apparently it was only due to the dull 
I noticed during the ensuing bad weather that they fed much 
n dull mornings than on fine mornings. Live food supplied was 
mealworms, although ] did manage to get a few gras hoppers 
oaking for the effort 
th all the wet weather about (most since 1890) I was pleased 
| chosen a box instead of an open nest, although perhaps 
have mattered as the privet is not exposed to rain. 
experience with open nests has been that 24 hours’ 
rain means nothing worse than the breeder catching 


regular feeding and chasing live food, but 





lew 
are than to disturb 
Butterflies and small moths were 
them, although later they seemed 


quite 


[uesda 1 di , ane ir day and mealworms and grass- 


hoppers were again supplied as needed. By now larg rasshoppers 


vere ber offered, but the real big hoppers were into half-inch 
the bod 

work so a different method of 

ot handle live food by hand, 

an paper funnel 

wire into the dishes. About ten 

iour throughout the day. Cut-up 

e) were put in dishes and kept in 

12 noon, and 2 p.m., then further 


vTa I ) I ] I 1 < brother-in-law al ; ) p-ti., and 


more by n a me ted a lair number ol grasshoppers 
also a couple of case bs during lunch-time. 

Thur lay l i VY), Tr) W I l erable da, WI1tUTl cyclone 
threaten Feeding wi: ie day before plus h ase-moths. 
The wea hindered my g¢ lopper catching managed 
to geta 

Friday (| iy), th l , I had moved away, re ulting 

Feeding was as before up till 
then as required. ‘This was 
any noise when being fed. 
t for weeks. Being away 
wife. Dr. Brown was good 
everything was going richt. 
lay and I managed to collect 


ind mealworms, were fed 


wile fed as before. 
about } Mm. and did 
d no interest in live food at 
till sitting. Despite the weather 
1 case-moth grubs. Both birds 
seemed disint when ame an ifter the ry heavy 
rain I was worried. en really make me wn in the dumps 
the wile Sala | \ le } | < £ o« V1 v mealworms 


in the dish and only using al hal umber. Dr. Brown 
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had been out and told my wife this was quite usual as they start 
feeding more mixture and fruit when the young are due to leave the 

t; nevertheless, I was still a little uneasy. 

Efforts were made to shine a light into the nest-box after dark 

see if the hen was sitting, but it appeared empty. Then, when 

was given up as lost, a bouncing baby was noticed in the privet 
st inside the front of the aviary. A hessian screen was quickly 
tung on the wire to keep out wind and rain. It had left on the 12th 
which actually makes it eleven days old. 

Wednesday (13th day), the night proved even worse than the 

it followed so it was a much relieved breeder who next morning 

pride and joy still in the land of the living. Early search 

only one young, also no sign of a second egg. In colour 

youngster was slightly duller than the hen, also slightly smaller 

body and with only about half an inch of the tail. —The weather was 

inconsistent, alternating between bright sunshine and heavy showers. 
Feeding was as usual but still not so many mealworms taken. 

Thursday (14th day), similar weather and feeding programme, 
to the Wednesday. 

Friday (15th day). Good day for a change. Was amused before 

ing for work by witnessing the parents trying to feed the youngster 

it was sitting on a slender branch too light to take their weight. 

Their antics were well worth seeing until they finally persuaded it to 
move to a stronger perch. The feeding was as usual. 

Saturday (16th day), rained during night, dull day with few light 
showers and a few patches of sunshine. Being home myself feeding 
vas as required, and having collected a dozen or so case-moth grubs 

the Friday, these were added to the diet and were easy favourites. 
ive food consumption appeared back to normal while hardly any 

except a little pear was eaten. 
17th day). Fair day, no rain and quite a bit of sunshine. 
e-moth grubs and hoppers were fed, but for a change mainly 


ms were used. 


t 

I 
] 
1 


ay (18th day) saw a return to brighter weather with sunshine 
lay and temperatures were in the 80 degree mark and remained 
so for the rest of the week. Each evening before dark the parents were 
noticed persuading their baby to retire to the safety of the privet 
for the night. Managed to get a nice lot of case-moth grubs ;: these, 
grasshoppers, and mealworms were fed, with a noticeable drop in the 
mealworms taken, the larger insects being more favoured. There was 
increase in the mixture and fruit taken, the main fruit used 
with grapes and banana also used a fair bit, while a little 
n was also used. 
as noticed that whereas the parents previou ly gave the food 


ht to the youngster it was now forced to tug it from the old bird’s 
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‘re very worried until they managed to coach junior to a 


was a nice day and plenty of grasshoppers were supplied 
a few case-moth grubs and mealworms, the only fruit 
quantity was pear. 

Monday proved another nice day and I managed to collect a 
lovely lot of case-moth grubs which was unusual for this time of the 
VYCa’r. 

Che weather was now more settled with less rain and the feeding 
vas continued as before, although an increase in the use of fruit and 
xture was balanced by a decrease in live food used. The youngster 
vas left with the parents for a few weeks then transferred to Dr. Brown’s. 
These being the only two youngsters bred in Australia this season 
I am naturally quite proud of my first softbill breeding effort, 
but realize it could not have been accomplished without the assistance 

rood wife and the advice of Dr. Brown. ‘The young have proved 
ir, the hen going to a friend as a mate for a cock he received 
the Doctor and the cock retained by myself. 

this article should prompt some other softbill enthusiast to 
pt breeding, it will have more than achieved the purpose for 


it was written. 


BREEDING LAYARD’S PARRAKEETS—ALMOST 
BY ACCIDENT 
R. G. KrrKHAM (Clonskeagh, Co. Dublin, Eire 


December, I was fortunate enough to receive direct from 
excellent young pair of these small, but very attractive, 
he were closely confined for the long sea voyage, 

d to have been quarrelling. However, a long rest in a 
loor compartment soon put them right, and as the days 
re given opportunity for outdoor flight, and a 

the rain—all of which helped their appearance 

I not their ter per. The cock was not : rien y bird, 


I could tempt him to examine a pean it at close quarters, 


I ili 


hen if offered « would go for the finger holding it instead, 
| 
Ctl 


mi 

and practically every compartment 

a breeding pair was filled, and so, not bothering 
Layard’s as a breeding possibility, I parked them 
ompartment measuring about & feet by 6 feet by 


il 


helter attached and furnished with a grandfather 


i 


partly filled with turf-mould. ‘To my surprise, the 





about the 
could not be 


0 ild not 


once 
Re and 


and 


date, 
lor th 


truth 


has 
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BREEDING OF THE REGENT BOWER BIRD 
Dr. R. E. B. Brown (Newcastle, N.S.W., Australia) 


lor some years I have been trying to breed the Regent Bower Bird 
1 up till last summer I have always had to remove the cock to save 
life before any nesting operations could occur. 
[ have watched these birds, both in the wild state and in captivity, 
twenty years and have come to the conclusion that in the wild 
is very little association between the sexes. The hens go 
together, the cocks also, but very rarely the two sexes together. 
one sees what looks like a pair in the rain forest, it is nearly always 
ature cock accompanied by an immature one. 
friend and I watched an incident a few years ago that showed this 
plainly. A flock of fourteen Regent hens had taken possession of a 
wild fig tree which was covered with ripe fruit, and used to stay 
tree all day. ‘They took no notice at all of the numerous Lewin’s 
iters and Zost rops that were also in the tree all day, or of the 
f eighteen immature King Parrakeets that visited the tree several 
| But as soon as a cock Regent appeared they would attack 
he greatest ferocity. 
of eight cocks used to raid the tree every morning about 
and grab a few figs. The hens always attacked them 
[he cocks approached the tree at all angles, but they 
escaped the same way, by dropping to near the ground and 
through the undergrowth pursued by the furious hens. Some of 
cocks would be holding a fig in their beaks, and so intent were they 
iping, that one da‘ one of them almost brushed against me as 
under the tree. 
cocks always have a place where they dance. Sometimes 
erely an area under a tree swept clear of all leaves, etc., but 
build a bower there. I think that when a hen wants to 
the cocks at this place, and I believe that in 
visited the cock when he was dan ing under the 
rest tree. 
gent lives in an aviary 25 feet long, 15 feet broad, 
At one end is a large privet tree, at the other end is a 


d tree from the rain forest (name unknown [here is no 


helter provided. 


oftbills get the same basic food, a soft mixture I make. 


wheatmeal pDiscults, to whi h honey and melted 
| dd | 


o the daily ration fre h grated 
pear, tomato, orange, 
provided. They also 


VTa hoppe: . and 
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and was definitely killing him, but I just came in time to save 

I opened the door of the next aviary and he quickly flew through 

nd hid under a bin. He was so terrified he remained hidden all day, 
was not badly hurt. 

December, 1955.—The hen Regent is still sitting closely, coming 

» feed three times a day, has a bath, then hurries back to the nest. 


December, 19 This afternoon to my astonishment the hen 


nt hatched a young one. It is surprisingly large, being almost as 
a small domestic chick. The eggshell is still lying in the nest. 
young one first with a soft mealworm pupa. Then she 

lworms and pupae so I offered her a small case-moth, 

accepted, mashed it up thoroughly for about ten 

took it to the nest, and fed the young one with it from her beak. 
vel affectionate to the young one, crooning all the time she 
ling it. ‘The young Regent is covered with rather long greyish 
and that is why is seems so large. She has not touched the 


te ant et. | uppose ther are too small. 


[he Maroon ‘Tanagers have two young ones 10 feet from her. but 


not interfered with them at all. In fact the hen Tanager stole 
oth frorn her while she was mashing it up and fed her own 
vith It. 

ember, 1955 The Regent hen has begun to feed the young 
nt lier method is to collect a large number of ants in her 
throat, roll them into a ball mixed with much saliva, then 
» the young one When she moves her beak away from the 
you can see strands of saliva stretching from one beak to the 
also quite definitely feeding by regurgitation as well as 

I ethod. 
mber, 1955.—This morning I went out to the aviary at 
hen Regent was hanging on the wire begging for live food 
her ; moth. She took it up to the nest, dropped it, 


i 


head and flew off with it. She droppe d it 
] 


When I pi | wa till alive 
through ij ad al rved it 


1 
ood up to the nest, 


and does not seem 
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ome continental breeders [here are, however, good 
breeding strains which have been well managed for 
and trained to rear their young entirely on their own in 

se are decidedly the best birds to acquire. 
incubation is about seventeen days. ‘This, in my 
subject to some slight variation, sometimes taking a day 
possibly the external temperature or other conditions 
some influence. In any event, no good can come trom 
h matters and the hen should be left quietly alone for 
more days, to be on the safe side, if the chicks do not appear 
anticipated dat It 1 a difficult matter to estimate 
the precise date upon which incubation proper commences. 
too, that a as the first youngster hatch and 
n follow and allow 1© remaining eggs to 
and spoilt [his is of more frequent occurrence when 

rather than in an outdoor aviar' 

hen usuall brood he young vel closely, 
only about he size bumble 
stage they are li: I il] away 
minutes. Care must therefore be 
that they do not become trapped in feeding 
they are unable to extricate themselve It is a 
ve all such nsils out of reach of the young for 


although hould always be available in very 


ceptacles. In order to prevent the chicks becoming undul\ 


all feeding pot may be placed upside down in the water 


rea available for the birds to drink 

intains might be used, but they should 

floor Many individual cocks give 

and often brood them just 

other how r, often ignore the young or even kill 
therefore ntial bserve an untried male and watch 


to the arriv: youne—if necessary he must be 


illet, blue maw eed, millet pra\ 


OCCa ional mealworm, an g iT) , TL, plent 


food preferably chickweed They al oO have prouted millet 


throughout the year. The floors of the aviaries should alwa 
red with good clean sand as quail, like all gallinaceou 


} 


and bath | here hould aly ay be a cor tant 
hell. ter shell, and fine grit. Proprietary condition 


frequently contain a proportion of wild seeds which 


appreciated by quail. Seed is preferably scattered 
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broad preter to 
food a 


seed 
iil, 


this 1 pots. Egg- 
fat pots. 


hould be 
ho ild | 
egg food. eggs 
t food of all for small chicks, 
ver used them. Tiny 
also relished in the 
urn to take larget given 
The chicks grow very quickly and 
it and lool 


»%k exactly like 


fed {o1 


C 


eed 


the first 


crushed and 
If fresh ant 


LCs 
> ne 
are 


worms 11 


thei 


CONTROL 


BREEDING OF THE GREY WAGTAIL 
AND NOTES ON A 


MIXED COLLECTION 
L Low! 


Cirencester, England 


add grey hairs 


tO 
' 
ven allowed two 


aviculturists 
young Gre 


have been ath May 


are 


Wacgtails 
if I had 


ont 


wo young Grey Wagtails, hoping 
ate for a 1953 hand-reared coc} 


, 


wird 


. In the 
n exchange and kept what I thought was 
thi | | 


had developed A 
colour | 


young | 


solid black 
wa 


certain | 
rd be 


bib, 
had a youl 


is cock. 
gan to carry bits and 
n then I was not persuaded 
rood deal ol 


parrins 
Cal h 


othe in 
not leay 


a 


a 
for roon 


lfinche with a large 
four May-hatched Bullf 
Goldfinch. 





t 


yu 
he} 
al 
Jal 


try 


( 


zen eggs away we are rearing 


put 


A pair of Bullfinches have been madly prolific. 
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containing two babies almost ready to leave. I shall never know 


many eggs there were, or how many hatched. 
food in the form of gentles and mealworms had been given, 


| 


1ot aS generously as one would have given if rearing young. 


1 reinforced with egg was always there, as the Goldfinches 


00a 
young Bullfinches eat a lot of it. To date, roth July, the two 
Wagtails are running about the shelter floor and they go into 
r nest-box as it is now placed on the floor. The old birds feed the 


ies at my feet and soon, I hope, they will all go out into the open 


t of the aviary. 

he Handbook of British Birds, Vol. I, p. 223, states that the female 
‘whitish throat, without or only obscurely marked 

This hen has a solid matt throat and bib and quite 

has begun to display again, 


has 


yng yellow underparts. The cock 


it is late for a second round. 
Two clutches of 


eight reared. 
and bitter nights, and a lot 


ummer produced hot, dry days 
A trio of Golden Pheasants 


irl 
were infertile from hybrid pairs. 


olidly from April to July, and while giving at least two 


e laid 


a dozen at different stages. Bantam 


hers are the only answer, and in the early stages we do best with 


ne live food. 

of Redrump Parrakeets, 1955, have had 
sign of fertility. Gremlins in real form 
Sunbird sent to me last October, in a 


May and has had a wonderful 


two clutches of 


nd no 
Lesser Double-collared 
poor state, was put outside in 
and though we could not keep the lovely red, the new 


quite orange, perhaps because of all the live food he 


nuch time catching. 
, 

Amethyst cock 

atment and the colour | coming 


out of colour is also benefiting from 


1 , , 1: 
xed collection with one other softbill, an 


[he Double-collared is hopeless with anything smallet 


1 Pheasant 


fast: he is peaceful 


Oranve-georgetted 


have moulted well since being put 


vith Necklace Dove ; y have 


could be trusted with small birds 


think, d : they must have 


nothing to how for it. 


another occasion, a 


the hen to ne 


t 


roth Jul he is 


Barbary at 


id 
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Barbary/Turtle Doves. In February we liberated a cock Barbary, 


a cock ‘Turtle/Barbary, two Barbary/Turtle hens, a Turtle /Barbary 


hen. and a 

roth July 

oiten two 1 
‘Turtle 


one younyg 


but seldom 


Thi pall 
have been 
hen are 
| 
June h 
hybrid 
All the 


and do n 


whe n food 


to see what 


hybrid 

We hav 
attendance 
is prodig 


ado! 


cor k and 


* Jor 


' 
proaue in 


appeal 


furtle/Barbary/Barbary hen (second generation). | p to 


rathe ingly no casualties, though birds reported 


ne pac k to feed. 
lurtle nested in the garden, produced 
brown colour; this is occasionally seen, 
feeding place which is on top of an aviary. 
young ones as just in the last few days they 
together. ‘The Barbary cock and Turtle/Barbary 
where he village, and Turtle cock released in 
aughter, the second generation 

pal! ] \ { Vv Orie where. 
are < ! I living chiefly off the country 
he feed table ; but later perhaps 
begin we shall be able 


produced. [he question is, will these 


way of increasing our Sunday School 
Indian Hill Mynah and his vocabulary 
he holds court after Sunday School, 
and there is much competition to see and hear 


rs have gone up considerably 


o produce hybrids between an Indian Jungle Fowl 


hen Mongolian Pheasant has failed. some seventeen 


tested 
Greenfinche have ach laid twenty-four eggs, with no 


n paired : nary and Goldfinch respectively. 


ix eggs, and at last there 


; 
account of frustration and a little success, 


1 | 1] 
and sneezing like a very old Man and occasionally 


of extreme vulgarity 
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BREEDING OF THE BLACK-BREASTED PLOVER 
By H. A. Gerrits (Manager of the Wassenaar Zoo, Holland 


[he Black-breasted Plover (Zonifer tricolor tricolor) belongs to the 


enus <onifer, which is a representative of the family Charadriide. 


Its native country is Australia, where it occurs in Queensland, New 


South Wales, Victoria, TTasmania, and South Australia. 
In order to give an impression of the appearance of this bird to 
ose readers who have never had an opportunity of seeing it alive, I 
quote Gould’s colour description after which, with the aid of the 
photographs, everyone should be able to get an idea of the appearance 
of this Australian plover. 

{dult Male.—Crown of the head, line running from the angle of 
the mouth beneath the eye, and down the sides of the neck, and 
a broad crescent-shaped band across the breast, jet-black ; line from 
the eye to near the occiput, chin, throat, flanks, abdomen, upper- 
and under-tail coverts, white; back, light-brown; primaries, 

vnish-black ; wing-coverts, bronzy-brown passing into black 

ards the tip of each feather and tipped with white ; a few of 
outer secondaries white, margined on the extremities of their 
webs with black, then a few entirely white, and the last two 
arked like the coverts, but largely margined with white ; scapu- 
and lower part of the back, bronzy-brown ; rump dark olive, 
bronzy reflections ; tail, white, crossed near the tip by a broad 
rular band of black ; tip of the upper mandible, horn-coloured ; 
remainder of the bill, beautiful primrose-yellow ; naked parts of 
les and knees, dark pink ; tarsi and toes, blackish-brown, the 
inclining to pink-red ; irides, yellow, surrounded by a rim of 


ling in an oblique direction to the flashy 


primrose exten 
berance at the base of the upper mandible, which is blood red 
much ligher or flesh red in the female. 
the sexes are alike in colour, but the female has the 
before the eye much smaller than in the male. 
oth May, 3, a pair of Australian Plovers arrived in the 


7.00 Lhe condition was quite good after such a long 


} 


r the birds had been thoroughly, accustomed to their 


were put into one the large centre aviaries of the Louise 


/ ) 


Thi 24 It. 27 It. , it. aviary, with its elongated pond, 


und shrubs and thick lawn, is certainly an ideal place for this 


breasted Plover. bey fer tricolor were, of course, not the 


occupants of this spacious aviary and they had to share it with 
rous other bird uch as Senegal Bustards. Sun-Bitterns, several 
and many pigeons and doves. The Australian Plovers 


at least in this aviary where, owing to the very mixed population, 


variety of food is available—mainly on universal food, insects, 
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mealworn 1 ant cocoons: they take a small piece of 
minced meat id occasionally, but no seeds. Although the 
Plovers we! u led by so many different birds, they 


very amiab! They tly kept to themselves, taking no notice of 


the other birds ; they never quarrelled and were always seen in each 


others’ compan’ When one of - other birds approached them 


] | . | 
too closely I y irove it away Dy noisy Cries and wing-peats. If 


this method f: 1, with a much bigger opponent, for instance, the 
vanished ts neighbourhood together. 

On the h , I cannot say that they reserved a certain part 
of the aviary as th wn domain. They moved freely and undisturbed 
through the enti viary and I noticed that the other birds did not 
hinder them at all. This may lead to the conclusion that the 
Plover is a quarrel r unsocial bird. On the contrary, when the 
keeper bri and gives them their daily supply of meal- 
worms and ir hey eat together with all the other birds without 
fightin rt r to obtain m y chasing the others away. For 


| ] 1 
compan nowey 1e) te I nselves and birds of another 


I 


speci oO! I é i or m. I rom the outward appearan S 
of our Australian Plov it wi ly obvious that we had a male 
and a fema namel the birds a clearly-visible difference in 
the lobes before tl ' he lobe he male being much bigger and 
more vivid 0] an. th: female. After a few months 
the birds w le ndition and with their beautiful colours 
and moot alit lky | ] < th \ were really a very welcome 
addition 

During the ye 1952 i. 55 the birds had not made 
any breed n and ingle egg had been found in the 
aviary. In nidd {f the month of February, 1956, however, the 


behaviour ¢ he ustralian Plovers changed remarkably althoug! 
outside the Louise Hall the temperature was about 20 C.; they 
were yn il] n near the entrance door of the 


together than they used to. On 18th February 
the entrance door near the dividing 
for the whole day. 
her breast to the ground or 
wanted to examine her work. In 
newhat shallow, but beautifully 
rounded, hollow in the ; 1d, which was rather stony. Owing to 
frost, ni mperatures in unheated part of the Louise Hall 
were unde! ) l mal no part in these activities but 
remained alw y le l and took care that every inhabitant 
of the aviary wh lear her was kept at a proper distance. 
was available in the aviary during that time, so 
the little hollow was not lined at first. 
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On 2oth February, in the morning, I saw the first egg lying in the 
hollow. Neither of the Plovers was on the nest but both did all they 
could to keep intruders from stealing or damaging the precious egg. 
As both Bustards and Sun-Bitterns in their own aviary, as well as 
the Hunting Cissa from the adjoining aviary, were very interested in 
the egg with the obvious object of eating it, the future parents had 
an almost impossible task. I therefore decided to give the Plovers 
a helping hand and, with violent objection from the owners, took 
the egg away till we had made sufficient protection. We then placed 
a screen of fine wire-mesh around the nest, so that we made a sort 
of separate little aviary of 6 ft. x 2 ft. x g ft. in the large aviary 
and placed the water and feeding vessels in it. After we had put 
some fine dried grass on the ground we returned the egg in the 
hollow and the Plovers could again take possession of their new home. 
It was a thrilling moment for it would soon become evident whether 
our intervention had disturbed their breeding urge or the birds would 
continue to take interest in their nest. Fortunately, the latter turned 
out to be the case. 

[he female was now very busy lining the nest with the dried grass 
during the whole day. The male did not join her in these activities 
but with loud cries flew at all birds who approached the wire-mesh 
of his new aviary too closely. On the following day (21st February), 
also, both birds stayed close to the nest although they did not start 
incubating. On 2end February the second egg was laid and on 
23rd February there were three eggs in the nest-hollow and the 
behaviour of both birds did not change ; they remained near the 
nest and objected very loudly to everything which approached too 
close for their liking. This continued until 26th February. When 
[ entered the Louise Hall in the morning of that day the female 

contrary to the preceding days—sitting on the nest and the 

was, if possible, more aggressive than before. 

tayed nearby for a long time and at last, when the female left 
the nest for a very short time, I had the opportunity to look in the 
nest-hollow. There were now four eggs in the nest, lying with points 
all towards one another. As soon as the female left the nest the male 
took her place until the female returned and gently pushed him off it. 

Before giving a further account of the breeding, I will first give 


1 more detailed description of the eggs, as follows: ground colour 


light olive-grey, very thickly blotched and stained with brown and 


reddish-purple, so as nearly to cover the surface, particularly at the 


larger end. The axis measures 42~—44, diameter 30-31. 


We took 26th February as the beginning of the incubation period. 
Both birds were alternately sitting on the eggs, although the female 
did most of the brooding. We observed that the birds continually 


tried to push each other from the nest, each being very eager to get 





an opport 


! 
and tl 22! 


continued for some time, 
Was damaged. but 
alter we 


24th Ma ation pe riod ol exac tly twenty-eight days 
this being th me 101 ated 


Nay it proved to be clear. On 


by Mathews), one egg was 
hatched i ed 


under the mother, but late 
in the d ’ n several times in the little aviar 


continued to incubate the two rem*inings “OS, On 


appeared, to our grea tonishment, 

disappeared also. I did not find 

aviary and I am therefore quite 
ition for their disappearance 

itting on the nest, a couple 

vith one of the eggs showing 

nal ; lhe following 1s the 
tralian Plov nestling-plumag« 


upper parts with indistinct spots of andy 


nape covered with black and 


, 
ve, continued over €ar- 


vert ana the neck; ear-covert 


pale brow! roat,. . an ic ol bod white ; tail 
composed ()] 


J he 


rood 


ith white. 

took it food, consisting of a 
mixed with dried insect 
fond of mealworms, which 
its but were very soon given 
took nearl the whole upply 
the parent let him have 
nder the female in the 
protection under one 


the male 


; 
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adult 
colourin 

if ellowi h- 
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k later, on 
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vas now easy to see which parts would remain white and 

would ultimately become black. The colours of head and 

changed also and became rufous-brown instead of yellowish- 

n, while the little cap on the head was now clearly marked by 

a dark rim. On grd May the young bird had already attained 

three-quarters of its ultimate size, and Plate III gives a good picture 

of its appearance at that age. ‘The temporary mesh-wire protection 

in the large aviary was now taken away and the Australian Plovers 
had again the entire space at their disposal. 


May I saw the youngster for the first time on the wing 
noticed now very clearly that the tail-coverts and the primaries 
brownish-black. 
12th May the lobe between the eyes and the base of the bill 
to show. The colour of the skin here is very difficult to define, 
my opinion it is greyish-beige. At the time of writing, 16th 
the youngster 1 nearly the same in appearance as the adult 
only it is somewhat smaller ; the colours are much paler and 
nerely of different shades of brown. ‘The vellow rim around 


a well as any colour in the bill and legs. which 


: age of fifty-four days, the youngster behaves completely 

rd and the family relationship is no longer shown. The 

keep each others’ company as usual, but they take no notice 
youngster. ‘The young bird, in its turn, leaves its parents alone 
ves quite independently about the aviary. Also, towards 
it does not seek the company of its parents but finds itself 


ble place to 70 to leep. 


© 


DARENTH-HULME, 1956 


Southgate, England 


memory was followed by the 
century. Little wonder then that 
and far between With us it has 


we have evel experienced, 
part of the ye: was the construction 


[his measu feet by 22 feet. 
well-planted wi ine assortment of 


evergreen bushes, and climl 


encouraged the growth of w to such an 


neg plants, 


y-out was very quickly turned into a veritable 


not what we had planned but the birds simply 


ol course. the in portant thing 
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The first birds were put in in mid-April, a small selection of British 
birds—Siskins, Redpolls, Linnets, Bramble Finches, Yellow Buntings 


followed, as the weather permitted, by numerous reputedly hardy and 


half-hardy exotics. At present there are about 120 birds, mostly in 


pairs, enjoying life to the full. The principal are Egyptian Plover 
Jackson’s, Delamere’s, Paradise, and Yellow-shouldered Whydahs ; 
Common, Bank, Malabar, and Siamese Crested Mynahs ; Chinese 
Silky, Amethyst, Purple-headed, and Green Glossy Starlings ; Rosy 
Pastor ; Natal Robin; Black-headed Sibia; Kurrichane Thrush ; 
Rufous-throated Babbler; Red-crested and Virginian Cardinals ; 
Oregon ‘Towhee ; Junco ; Golden-breasted Bunting ; Peaceful and 
‘Talpacoti Doves; Jobi Island Pigeon; California and Chinese 
Painted Quail ; and many weavers, waxbills, etc. All live in perfect 
amity except when the starlings or mynahs are attempting to breed, 
then the Common Mynahs become swaggering bullies. The Purple- 
headed Glossy Starlings and various mynahs have had numerous nests ; 
young have been hatched but none has been reared beyond about 
ten days. ‘The Chinese Painted Quail have reared young, otherwise 
the only natural increase has been through the agency of Zebra 
Finches, quite a small flock having been reared. 

In the main aviaries the breeding results have been exceedingly 
poor, probably the | aid about them the better. Sut our very 
reliable pair of Pennant’s made amends for the shortcomings of other 
pairs by, this year, excelling themselves in that they were double- 
brooded, rearing nests of three and one ; the young, as usual, leaving 
the nest in full adult plumage. 

‘The chief inmates of the various aviaries are very much the same 
as recorded last year, with the exception that the Red-bellied Conures 
were transferred to Mrs. G. T. Clark’s collection and there were new 
additions in Greater Patagonian Conures from Foxwarren Park, 
Kinsch’s Conures, and Alexandrine Parrakeets. The Lineolated 
Parrakeets stood the cold fairly well, but there were several losses in 
the early spring ; another unfortunate loss was the hen Jobi Island 
Pigeon which was found dead on eggs. 

‘The Budgerigars in the escape passage in front of the aviaries have 
bred exceedingly well. Whereas last year we had many “ runners ” 
this year, w ut exception, all the young have been fine, robust 
birds. The Java and Barbary Doves have bred to such an extent 
we have had to remove dozens of eggs. During the winter we lost 
four Javas but no Barbarys. Crested Bronze-wings and Bronze-wings 
have reared several pairs of young ones. The fifteen Buffalo Weavers, 
reputed to be a very hardy species, failed to live up to their reputation 
and all died at intervals during the course of the winter. 

The colony of Red-faced Lovebirds started the winter twenty-six 


strong, and to our very great surprise only two were lost, and the 
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colony at present numbers twenty-six. Towards the end of October 
there is always considerable activity when they clean out their nests. 


Amongst the debris we find numerous eggs and fragments of eggs. 
I 


In the spring we supply new peat-filled nesting-barrels and when the 
old peat is broken up we usually find other abandoned eggs, making 
a total of at least twenty. No young have yet made their appearance 
this year.* Last year we thought the very excellent summer might 
have been to their liking, but such was not the case; this year we 
hoped the wet conditions would suit them, but seemingly they are 
still not satisfied. 

The range of aviaries built specially for the Fruit Pigeons are now 
tenanted by the six couples of Pied and Green Imperial, so kindly 
accommodated by John Yealland at the London Zoo for nearly two 
years. No attempts have been made to breed. We find them 
extremely difficult to sex and we rather fear we have couples rather 
than pairs. Green Imperials are not recommended to anyone likely 
to have neighbour-trouble. Their call is a deep, resounding boom, 
which has been likened to the croaking of a bull-frog. True, it is 
uttered at considerable intervals ; we like it, but some people are 
annoyed by even the gentle cooing of doves ! 

During the past month or so we have rebuilt the pheasant runs 
and are now in process of reconstructing the pigeon and bantam pens. 

The bird-rooms continue to house many and varied parrakeets : 
Nobel Macaws, Senegal Parrots, Meyer’s Parrot, Black-headed 
Conure, Canary-winged, White-winged, All-green, Tui and Tovi 
Parrakeets, ‘Turquoise-rumped Parrotlet ; mine White-bellied and 
three Black-headed Caiques, a Greater Hill Mynah, and a couple 
of dozen Red-faced Lovebirds. ‘The house parrots consist of a pair 
of Greys, a Brown-headed Parrot, and White-bellied and Black- 
headed Caiques. 

Finally, mice. Last year at one time we were literally overrun, but 
thanks to perseverance with ‘* Warfarin No. 3”’ we are now clear 
except for an occasional visitant. 


* Since the above was written one young one has left the nest, on 5th October. 
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LORD MAYOR OF LONDON VISITS 
WHITEABBEY COLLECTION 


During | {ficial visit to Northern Ireland in September, the Lord 
Ma mdor Sir Cuthbert Ackroyd, visited Sir Crawford 
McCullag] collection of parrots and parrakeets at Whiteabbey, 
Lismara \ccompanied by Lady Ackroyd, the Lord Mayor and 
Lady Mayor fast, various city dignitaries, and the Chairman 
and me! ye! I } le Zoolo ical Society, the Lord Mayor of 


London made a { l! 1 1 aviaries and expressed his admiration 


sr collection of birds. In a peech of appreciation 
McCullagh the Lord Mayor of London said: ‘“ It 

t for the younger generation to form a love for birds 
think it is part of the cultured life of our people. It is 
ctive form of art and brings out in the children fine 


’ 


t} 


ALLAND 


len bird ere brought from south-eastern Asia by David Atten- 
borough and Charles Lagus when they returned from their latest 
* Zoo Quest and these have been presented by the B.B.C. Television 
Servic lhe collection consists of a Bornean Fire-backed Pheasant. 
a ‘Turquoise Fairy Bluebird, a Roulroul Partridge, five Blue-crowned 
Hanging Parrakeets, and two Black-winged Grackles. The handsome 
Bornean Fire ick has not been exhibited here since 1938, and the 
lurquoise Fairy Bluebird (/rena puella turcosa) is the only one of the 
eight different Fairy Bluebirds ever kept here perhaps the only one 
eve 
e Collection received during the ‘ wo months 
Scintillatine ( oppe! Pheasants (Syrmatic emmerrine 
lange: a pa ff Black-crested Finches 
oO! " rdinal ) p d presented by Mr. f. R. 
Newmark inal lue Klyca ‘Ts } pallipes hainana 
a Grey-! ed l i é cor l : Lanceolated 
Babble nceolatu ‘db we ®- arle, who also 
sent a Black-necked Grackle. fou ood-breasted Pigeons, a Chinese 
Dial Bird White-browed fay hrush, a Masked Jay-Thrush, a 
Wallac c 2 and tw slack-crested Cuckoo-Falcons. 
Other pr ntations includ a ilaysian Black-naped Oriole, 


, 
Chinese iv-1] ish, ¢ i ien-ilrontes arpe yanops armillari 


} 
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also known as the Orange-banded or Blue-crowned Barbet, sent from 
Johore Bahru by Mr. G. Newmark ; a Hooded Vulture sent from the 
Gold Coast and a young Spotted Flycatcher that was found with an 
injured wing. 


Eight Ruffs have been received from Comte Léon Lippens as a gift 


to the Norfolk Naturalists’ Trust for the purpose of releasing in the 
Cley Marshes early next spring, and in the hope that they will perhaps 
induce some of the passing migrants to stop and breed there. This is 
not the first time that the Society has helped such a project, for in 
1939 four Ruffs from the Collection were released in Norfolk, but 
what happened on that occasion I do not know. Ruffs formerly bred 
in many places in England, and sometimes single birds or small 
parties stay for the summer nowadays. 

A pair of Ruby-throated Humming Birds were received in exchange, 
and another Gallinule has been bred in the Great Aviary, but it is 
too early to tell whether it is a true Grey-headed or whether, as last 
year, the Green-backed is the father. ‘The triangle is an amiable one, 
for it was sometimes possible to see a Grey-headed sitting on the nest 
with the other Grey-headed, and the Green-backed sitting close by, 
and all three guard the young one. Last year’s bird is very like the 
Green-backed in plumage. 

In the same aviary a pair of Crested Screamers are nesting, but it 
is, of course, too late in the year to hope for a successful breeding. 
At the Bird House the Black Crakes brought from Sierra Leone in 
1954 have nested again, hatching three chicks on 22nd September. 
Iwo died at an early age, but the third is thriving and growing fast. 
Both parents take great care of the chick, providing it with food held 
in their beaks and, during the earlier stages of its life, whenever the 
family was out in the flight, one parent brooded the chick while the 
other brought nesting material for its greater comfort. ‘This Crake 
Limnocorax flavirostra) is common in suitable habitats over much of 
Africa southward of the Sahara. 
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BRITISH AVICULTURISTS’ CLUB 


The fifty-third meeting of the Club was held at the Rembrandt 
Hotel, ‘Thurloe Place, South Kensington, S$.W. 7, on Wednesday, 
26th September, 1956, following a dinner at 7 p.m. 

Chairmar Miss P. Barclay-Smith. 

Members of the Club: Mrs. J. R. Alderson, P. C. Bath, Hylton 
Blythe, A. W. Bolton, Miss K. Bonner, Mrs. V. M. Bourne, Major C. N. 
Clayden, W. D. Cummings, Mrs. R. E. Darnton, Mrs. H. Denny, 
M. F. Draper, W. T. Dring, Mrs. W. T. Dring, O. E. Dunmore, 
Jj. C. Garratt, Dr. E. F. Gleadow, A. V. Griffiths, H. J. Harman, 
Dr. E. Hindle, Mi S. I. Hobday, H. J. Indge, F. E. B. Johnson, 
F. T. Jones, Miss S. R. Joseph, Dr. R. S. Kirk, Miss E. M. Knobel, 
Mrs. E. M. Lonsdale, G. C. Lynch, P. H. Maxwell, 5. Murray, 
Sir Crawford McCullagh, Bart., K. A. Norris, S. Porter, A. A. Prest- 
wich, D. M. Reid-Henry, R. C. J. Sawyer, G. St. George Schomberg, 
J. L. Sears, D. Seth-Smith, H. A. Snazle, E. O. Squire, N. R. Steel, 
P. Sutton, J. A. Swan, Mrs. J. A. Swan, E. N. T. Vane, C. H. Wastell, 
Mrs. C. H. Wastell, Mrs. G. Wheatley, J. J. Yealland, D. Young. 

Guest of the Club: Jean Delacour. 

(,uest Dr. K. Aylwin-Gibson, Miss J. Barnes, M. W. Bradshaw, 
J. Burl P. Collenette, Mrs. P. Collenette, J. G. Coppage, L. M. 
Coppage, Miss L. Craddock, R. W. E. Craddock, S. A. Croucher 
Mrs. S. A. Croucher, R. E. Darnton, K. E. Dawson, Captain 
R. S. de ©. Quincey, Miss J. Dewey, Mrs. 8. Demel, Mrs. M. F. 
Draper, Miss H. Frampton, Mrs. J. C. Garratt, Lord Gerard, 
Mrs. J. V. Gordon, Mrs. A. V. Griffiths, Miss M. Hagan, Miss B. 
Henderson, Mrs. F. E. B. Johnson, E. C. Kinsey, Mrs. E. C. Kinsey, 
R. G. Kirkham, F. A. Lack, Miss Lloyd, A. R. Longhurst, Miss D. G. 
Lonsdale, Dr. D. J. Macaulay, Mrs. S. Murray, R. McCallum, 
Mi R. McCullum, A. A. MacLaren, Mrs. M. E. Nichols, C. M. 
Payne, Mrs. ( M. Payne, T. V. F. Papé, Miss G. M. Rhodes, 
Mrs. D. Seth-Smith, W. J. Sheffler, Mrs. W. J. Sheffler, A. E. Sibley, 
R. Skipp, Mr: P. Sutton, Mi Fr. Talbot Kelly, N. Turvey, 
Mrs. N. Turve Mrs. | ane, C. F. Whitaker, Mrs. C. F. 
Whitake1 Mi orton aptain : | vanovit h Mrs. LD). Young, 
A. N. Other 

Men Cl 
total. I] 

After the Loy: O t! rman said it gave her very great 
pleasure to welcome one of the wciety’s Vice-Presidents and most 
distinguished member ean Delacour By a happy chance it 
happened to be | birthda he response to the toast to his health 
was vocile! nan then presented a Club birthday cake, 
the cutti O ich was accompanied by the usual, somewhat 


unryit 
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Monsieur Delacour, with Gallic charm, thanked the members for 


their kind remembrance and said it gave him the greatest pleasure to 


be amongst them once more. 

The Chairman then welcomed four distinguished aviculturists from 
California: Mr. and Mrs. Eric C. Kinsey, of Marin County, and 
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Sheffler, of Los Angeles. Mr. Sheffler had 
celebrated his birthday the previous day and as Sir Crawford 
McCullagh, Bart., had done likewise his name was coupled with the 
t to the overseas visitors. Mr. Sheffler, on behalf of his fellow 
visitors, thanked the members for their very warm welcome. 

In introducing Mr. and Mrs. Darnton the Chairman said that all 
members who had had the pleasure of seeing their film ‘* From 


toa 


Hippos to Sunbirds ” were looking forward with lively anticipation 
to the screening of their latest coloured film ‘“ From Flamingos to 
Rhinos ’’. In this they would certainly not be disappointed for the 
later film was, if possible, even better than the previous one. 

After the showing the large audience signified by sustained applause 
that it had really appreciated the skill, time, effort, and, by no means 
least, expense Mr. and Mrs. Darnton had devoted to the making of 
this unique film. 

The next meeting of the Club is on Tuesday 27th November, 
1956. 

ARTHUR A. PRESTWICH, 
Hon. Secretary. 


Mr. Darnton has kindly written the following synopsis of the 
film 


Our five months’ safari in Africa—from the end of November to 
April—took us over 10,400 miles through Ruanda Urundi, the Belgian 
Congo, Uganda, Kenya, and Northern Tanganyika. Unfortunately, 
most of the time we had very bad weather, especially in Kenya and 
Tanganyika, where although it was the so-called dry season we had 
deluges of rain almost daily, which meant flooded rivers and 
impassable tracks. However, in spite of these drawbacks, we managed 
to bring home over 7,000 feet of colour film of birds and beasts of 
which ‘*‘ From Flamingoes to Rhinos ”’ ts a part. 

Most of the 1,600 feet shown was taken in the Rift Valley in 
Kenya, the opening shot being of Mount Kenya itself, its peaks 
capped with perpetual snow. The soda lakes, which lie cradled along 
the valley’s floor, are the favourite feeding grounds of the Lesser 
Flamingoes which crowd in great rosy drifts along their shallow margins 


or ! 


like living flames, over their calm blue waters. To see and to 
photograph these strange and lovely birds in their vast multitudes is 
an unforgettable experience as they are surely one of the greatest 


ynders of the bird world. 





~p and circular, and widely fringed 

great interest, and here we filmed 

ferns, Pochards, Heron, Knob-billed Geese, 

on a floating lily pad, and a mating pair of 
ackground of blue waterlilies. The 

an interesting record, as the female held 

while the m was on her back. At Naivasha 
raphed the Superb Spreos, one of the most colourful 
mon birds of Kenya. 


Marsabit Reserve 


we were fortunate in finding a nest 
Hornbill, the nest-hole being about 15 feet from 

the ground and luckily fairly well lit. When we discovered it the 
parents we ily ling their young through a slit in the tree 
trunl hic] its WI vas only an inch across. Female Hornbills 
t-hole during incubation and until the 

by the entrance hole being walled up with 


mus the male at this voluntary imprisonment. 


In this « had evidently ily recently emerged, as she 
occupied rself, when no young, in flying back and 
forth to along the water’s edge, she 
with h ak, with which she proceeded 
at the back of the tree that had evidently 
formed the entran O . While she was doing this, the cock 
pent | tii n hing the ground for grubs and caterpillars 
using | lon ir\ weak as a ley to turn over the dried lumps of 
elep! int a Py if also to dig, with a swinging motion, the soft 
earth under the With the results of his labours dangling from 
the f his bill lew either t lit to pass in the food to the 

the tree where the hen was 
busy at her ‘ , to ] ‘r with a little sustenance. We 
were particularly ple 1 at getting picture 
we believe thi: uence had never previously been filmed. ‘The 


of all these activities as 


reel end \\ } I { of a male Ground Hornbill, a huge grotesque 
looking bire la with red wattles, stalking through the grass. 
lhe second with the head and shoulders of a giraffe, 
and presently as it \ we see several Red-billed Oxpeckers clinging 
close-ups of the birds themselves 


1A 


White-fronted Bee-eaters, and Penduline ‘Tits 


| 
Ol 


heir felt-like nest. are followed by an unusual picture of 
Bateleur Eagle, its wu outspread like a white cross, 
ithers after a sho ff rain. Hundreds of migrating 
acked and ) an, <¢ ; n, the latter com- 
tnrougn them. 
. : | : 
bellowing from fighting hippos 


we found the corp e of one ol tne 
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contestants floating near the shore. In the flank was a hole where 
one of the huge teeth of the opponent had pierced the thick hide, 
and this hole was a great attraction for a number of White-backed 
res which took it in turn to “* have a bite”?! A small crowd 
ugly, but useful, birds were hanging about near the water’s 
and here we photographed a scene which seems to prove that 
least some birds have a sense of fun, for among the vultures were 
» or three White-necked Ravens who were amusing themselves by 
neaking up behind the unsuspecting vultures and tweaking their 
ils! Further along the shore depressed-looking Marabou Storks 
raded with their wings outstretched, accompanied by a crowd of 
Ibis. 

year, after many days of searching, we at last found the nest 
e thick bushes of the spectacular Red-breasted Shrike. These 
re very shy and difficult to photograph, but after many hours 
ient waiting we managed to get some quite good pictures of 

ile and female at the nest. 


Double-toothed Barbet was also photographed, a close-up of 


nale peering out of her nest-hole distinctly showing the 
ble-teeth ’’ on the upper mandible. 

Amboseli we watched Yellow-throated Sand Grouse drinking at 
hole, and here also we were lucky enough to get some close-ups 
famous long-horned Black Rhino with her two daughters, the 

rotund back views as they walked away from us making 
finale to the film. 


NEWS AND VIEWS 
S00Se5 reports that two fine young Cuban Amazons, an 
pair, have been successfully reared at Brambletye. 


* * * 


Edward Hallstrom has bred three Yellow-cheeked x Cactus 
e hybrids. They all have the appearance of their female parent. 
* * a 


nber of Quetzals have recently been listed amongst the new 
at several Zoos—Antwerp, one ; Rotterdam, four ; Brook- 
S.A., four. 


* * ~ 


Murray reports the following birds reared : seventeen Cocka- 
two Bourkes, two Guiana Parrotlets (second generation), about 


Lovebirds, and three Green Cardinals. 
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At long last a Red-faced Lovebird has been bred at Darenth-Hulme. 
One young one left the peat-filled nesting-barrel on 5th October and 
is now fully independent. 


»* * x 


P. A. Birch has bred two Mealy-Barnard ~ Golden-mantled 
Rosella hybrids. He says “* they would pass for Stanleys, excepting for 
larger size and a little less red on the breast ”’ 

x * * 

K. W. Dolton has had a nest of four White-eared Conures reared. 
This is quite a notable success, as it is only the fourth similar event in 
Great Britain this century. 


> > * 


Two Australian aviculturists, Alf. Le Busque, of Ringwood, and 
Ivan Hyndman, of East Ivanhoe, have bred the Golden-shouldered 
Whydah. ‘This is a double first for Victoria and probably for the 
whole of Australia. 

x * * 

Jan Roger van Oosten, San Marino, California, has bred two Grey- 
headed or Malabar x Pagoda Mynah hybrids. The young ones 
are described as being powder grey in colour with a few dark greyish 
patch howing on the wing 

~ i ” 

A successful and interesting experiment at the Doncaster Zoo, 
during the last few months, has been an aviary with a single specimen 
of each of seven different species of Cockatoo. All have settled down 
well and no trouble whatsoever has arisen. 


* * * 


‘Mr. Ramshaw,” Captain C. W. R. Knight’s famous Golden 
Eagle, has made its last crossing of the Atlantic. Captain Knight has 
now gone to live in Kenya, and ** Mr. Ramshaw ”’ has been acquired 
by the Detroit Zoo. Thus ends a partnership that has lasted for 
twenty-eight years. 

+ * * 

Lloyd B. ‘Thompson, British Columbia, writes: “‘ We have had a 
wonderful summer this year, and the birds have done quite well. 
The pair of ‘Turquoisines raised eight in two nests, the Bourkes seven, 
the Lineolated six, and the lutino Ringnecks three. The warm weather 
helped us to raise dozens of finches.” 


” x * 


Dr. S. B. Kendall reports: ‘‘ The Citron-crested Cockatoos now 
, } 


have young (1 or 2) in the nest, about six weeks’ old. The first clutch 


was evidently a wash-out. This year’s Plum-head is a really beautiful 
bird. and I am further encouraged by the fact that last year s young 


bird has greatly improved with the moult, and still looks every inch 
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a hen. This will give me three unrelated pairs and an odd one ; but 
it is an awful struggle.” 


* ~ 


Last year the eyes of field-ornithologists were focused on a quarry 


in East Sussex where Bee-eaters successfully reared young. This year 
the focal point has been changed to an old barn in the Hampshire 
village of Nether Wallop. Here, in a hole in the chalk wall, a pair of 
Hoopoes successfully reared one young one. 

First the Bee-eater, now the Hoopoe. Will next year be the turn 
of the Osprey ? Both last year and this one pair nested unsuccessfully 
in Scotland. It is to be hoped it will be a case of third time lucky. 


* 


The Hon. Treasurer requests that the attention of Australian 
members be drawn to the fact that the annual subscription is £1 
sterling. Recently several new members have quite unwittingly sent 
£1 Australian. The result is that with the rate of exchange and 
commission the amount eventually credited to the Society’s account 
is usually only about 145. od. 


A. &. Fi 


REVIEWS 


AVIARIES, BIRDROOMS, AND CAGES. By L. P. Luxe and 
ALLEN Siiver, F.Z.S. Published by Cage Birds and Poultry 
World, Ltd., London, 1955. Price 7s. 6d. net. 


Che fact that this is the sixth edition of this book is evidence in 
itself of the great demand there is for the information it contains. 
The names of the authors alone are sufficient incentive to buy the 
book in order to gain from their wide experience. This new edition 
has been completely revised and brought up to date and is most com- 
prehensive. It contains advice not only for those who wish to construct 
their own aviaries but also to those who prefer to buy them, and 
information on types for particular purposes is included, also methods 
of blending enclosures with the surrounding garden, and preparing 
the site. Cages, appliances, and utensils are described, and the 
value of the book is enhanced by thirty-eight black and white photo- 
graphic illustrations and forty-eight line drawings. 


P. B.S. 





REVIEW 


LE SERIN DES CANARIES. By Marcer Lecenpre. Editions 
N. Boubée & Cie, Paris. 1955. Price 810 francs net. 


" oe Sagres - | a . . ; ; 
Monsieur Legendre’s two previous books in tl ries, on cage birds 


in general, and on budgerigars, were reviewed in the May—June, 1953, 
and Septer October, 1954, numbers respectively, and the present 
work on canaries maintains the high standard of its predecessors. ‘The 
book ope! with a full account of the history of the Canary and how 
it came to be given this name, the description of the first importations 
into Europe being particularly interesting. ‘The author then proceeds 
to give full information regarding varieties and races, and continues 
with a section on breeding; this includes details of the care that 
should be taken with regard to the birds’ welfare in order to induce 
them to breed, the cage, feeding utensils, and other appliances, and 
numerou isgested menus. Advice is given on how to deal with 
various maladies, the moult, nervous attacks and accidents in laying. 
The two final chapte rs of the book are devoted to hybridization and 
to artificial colouring by means of special feeding ; but, as Prince Paul 
Murat states in the Introduction : ‘‘ Serins whose colours are obtained 
naturally | election, crossing, or hybridization are the most beautiful. 


It is normal to give them food containing vitamins in order to enhance 


their colours, but to tint them, or endeavour to change their colours 
by drastic methods should be forbidden.” 

The book is illustrated with thirty-four line drawings, thirteen photo- 
graphs by G. Vermande, and two colour plates by L. Delapchier. 
The text 1 ‘ly < clearly written, and should not be difficult 
for Eneli ad to understand. 


VOGEL IN KAFIG UND VOLIERE (CAGE aAnp Aviary Brrps). 
By Dr. JOACHIM STEINBACHER and H. E. WALTERs, with collabora- 
tion of numerous other ornithologists. 1st Part: Drm PRracur- 
FINKEN | Waxbills). In approximately 22 sections. H. Limberg, 
Aachen, 19 56. Price DM. 2.80 per section 


A review of this w was given in the AvIGULTURAL MAGAZINE, 


March-April number, , when nine sections had been published. 
Now ect | , } 


11 ' 1° 
seven peci / vious on there is a black and white 


j | 
lave appeared and deal with twenty- 


illustration of ea vecies described, but in the sections under review 
a number of ; il photograp! f the birds, by Nicolai, are included, 
re 


Y 
ALIOLL 


i 
which are an im] vernen n ine drawings. In ad 
are three colou ites, each depicting several different spe 
Waxbills of India, Jav: Australia. The text is right up to date 


and information is quoted from material published as late as 1955. 
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SUMMER MIGRANTS. By Eric Hoskinec, F.R.P.S., M.B.O.U. 
An E.P. Poster Stamp Book with 32 original colour photographs. 
Published in association with the Royal Society for the Protection 
of Birds by Educational Productions, Ltd., London, 1956. Price 


3s. 6d., complete with stamps, 1s. without stamps. 


[his booklet, which is primarily intended for children, is the first 
of a series illustrating birds of Britain in colour and contains a guide to 
thirty-two species of summer migrants to this country. ‘The notes, 
prepared by P. E. Brown, Secretary of the R.S.P.B., comprise an 
ntroduction on migration, information on each species, and a con- 
cluding chapter on how to enjoy birds. A space is marked for the 
coloured stamps to be affixed above the notes, no doubt the intention 
being that the stamp should be affixed as soon as the species concerned 
has been observed ; this should be a great incentive to young persons 
to study bird-life. 

P. B-S. 
BIRD WATCHING. By Bruce Coreman. Foyles Handbooks. 


Published by W. and G. Foyle, Ltd., London, 1956. Price 35. net. 


aw 

[his book is mainly a compilation and acknowledgment is duly 

given to the sources of information. It is a general survey of the various 

aspects of bird study and also contains chapters on bird protection 
and the 1954 Act, and the National ornithological societies. 


CAGE BIRDS DIARY FOR 1957. Published by Cage Birds and 
Poultry World, Ltd., London, 1956. Price 5s. 


This diary, which is now reissued after a lapse of many years, in 
addition to being a useful medium for making notes, engagements, 
etc., contains a great deal of information of special value to bird- 
keepers, such as a list of the names and addresses of specialist societies, 
a glossary of terms used among fanciers, and a list of books on bird 


keeping. There are also notes on common ailments and accidents, 


BIRDS OF BRITAIN CALENDAR FOR 1957. Country Life, Ltd., 


London. Price 6s. 


This calendar with photographs of thirteen different species of 


British Birds by Eric Hosking is as good as its predecessors. It inc!udes 


three species of Tern, Arctic, Black and Little, the Common and 
Kittiwake Gulls, and the Shag, so those who are specially interested 
in sea-birds are well catered for. 
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THE INDEX 
TO THIS VOLUME HAS BEEN REMOVED 


FROM THIS POSITION AND PLACED AT 


THE BEGINNING OF THE FILM FOR 


THE CONVENIENCE OF READERS. 





NOTES 


NOTES 


gea 

the 
relative fertility 
hoped that the 


may be studied, 


parentage for this 


purpose ¥ i i ho hay } who is willing 
to lend t part nt for tl pl ild as us greatly. It would be 
appree i I oO! vould ) Z ( [ y or Paul A. 
Joh: Var I or ] niv Sity Ithaca, New York. 
CHARLES G. SIBLEY, 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF ORNITHOLOGY. 


rHE RED-EARED WAXBILI 
the Red ¢ ired Waxbill I trilda 


ol sur Vari 
nported 


found it IT) i vv 
1 that v eV ad purchased 


and assumed 
might deserve 


t and was 
and as far 


cor Spic uous 


this species, 
suggests that 


ri dine Waxbills. 





CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION 


Barwyanatu Acoout, B.A., F.Z.S., 8/5A Barrackpore Trunk Road, Calcutta 2, India, 
Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 

Miss Jesse BARNES, 23 Portsea Hall, Connaught Square, London, W.2. Proposed by 
W. T. Dring. 

D. Bateson, Puna Road, Lake View, Wangi Wangi, N.S.W., Australia. Proposed by 
Miss K. Bonner. . 

Cuaries E. Beyer, Jr., 4945 Morella Avenue, North Hollywood, Calif., U.S.A. 
Proposed by Miss K. Bonner. 

M. A. BLatcuiey, 108 Linden Avenue, Ithaca, New York, U.S.A. Proposed by 
A. A, Prestwich. , ‘ 
Jj. Hatcuett Brown, “ The Willows,” Roadside Delivery, Broadford, Victoria, 

Australia. Proposed by Miss K. Bonner. 
Miss Joy Coutts, 102 Young Street, Ayr, Queensland, Australia. Proposed by A. A, 
Prestwich. 
Lawrence Curtis, Fort Worth Zoo and Aquarium, Fort Worth, Texas, U.S.A. 
Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. ‘ 
A. E. GreensHiELDs, 50 Blight Street, Croydon, South Australia. Proposed by Miss 
K. Bonner. 

Cuartes W. Groom, Jr., 34 Samuel Street, Peakhurst, Sydney, N.S.W., Australia. 
Proposed by Miss K. Bonner. 

A. M. Happow, 23 Riverview Street, South Perth, Western Australia. Proposed by 
A. A, Prestwich. 

AspuLtLan Haripx, Governor of the Central Bank, Baghdad, Iraq. Proposed by 
W. C. Hall. 

G. E. Hasier, 221 Reservoir Road, Selly Oak, Birmingham 29. Proposed by A. A. 
Prestwich. 

Tue Ear or Jersey, Radier, Longueville, Jersey, Channel Islands. Proposed by 
Jj. J. Yealland. 

Donato W. Kexty, Box 307, Hamilton, Victoria, Australia. Proposed by A. A. 
Prestwich. 

Mrs. I. Kent, 416 Long Acre, Nechells, Birmingham 7. Proposed by P. A. Birch. 

Mrs. A. R. Loncuurst, Landford Cottage, Landford, nr. Salisbury, Wilts. Proposed 
by D. M. Reid-Henry. 

E. Mu.ier, 25 Merriman Avenue, Stellenbosch, Cape, South Africa, Proposed by 
A. A. Prestwich. 

Dupiey W. Packer, Main Road, Paradise, South Australia. Proposed by A. A. 
Prestwich. 

Mrs. B. V. Pace, “‘ Greenanore”’, Tewin Wood, Welwyn, Herts. Proposed by 
E. N. T. Vane. 

T. Part, “ Hollington,” Kimbolton Road, Bedford. Proposed by F. E. B. Johnson. 

S. H. Ronric, 12 Fisk Avenue, Glengowrie, South Australia. Proposed by A. A, 
Prestwich, 

J. G. Scourrte.p, 6 Oakland Avenue, Dialstone Lane, Stockport, Cheshire. Proposed 
by Miss K. Bonner. 

B. P. Taytor, The Ridge, Forest Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Proposed by A. A. 
Prestwich. 

E.tis W. THorniey, 23 Mitchell Road, Brookvale, Sydney, N.S.W., Australia, 
Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 

H. P. A. L. van Horwecen, D. Stalpertstraat 104-111, Amsterdam, Holland. 
Proposed by G. de Goederen. 


NEW MEMBERS 


The forty-one Candidates for Election in the September-October, 1956, number of 
the AvicULTURAL MaGazine were duly elected members of the Society. 


READMITTED 


Mrs. D. E. Bucksey (formerly Miss D. E. Pithie), Bellevue, Green Lane, Hambledon, 
Portsmouth, Hants. 


CHANGES OF ADDRESS 


R. S. W. Deane, to c/o Utilities Dept., T.T.O.C. Pointe-&-Pierre, Trinidad, B.W.1. 
J. M. T. Dicsy, to 50 Cressingham Road, Burnt Oak Estate, Edgware, Middx. 

N. A. Lee, to 8 Canada Crescent, Bispham, Blackpool. 

Grorce W. Noreen, to 22008 oth Avenue, Bothell 3, Washington, U.S.A. 

K. M. Scametr, to Woodbury Cottage, Broad Lane, Newdigate, Surrey. 

Mrs, K. M. Scameti, to Woodbury Cottage, Broad Lane, Newdigate, Surrey. 

Mrs. N. WHARTON-TiGAR, to Abbey Gate, Parry’s Lane, Stoke Bishop, Bristol 9. 





MEMBERS’ ADVERTISEMENTS 


The charge for Members’ advertisements is ONE PENNY PER WORD. Se ae ee 
the advertisement, which must be sent on or fore the 15th of the month to 

61 Cuase Roan, Oaxwoop N. 14. A pes te get Bag te om phage pyre 
column, but the Council reserves the rig to refuse any advertisements they consider unsuitable. 


FOR SALE 


Carolina Ducks, £6 per pair.—Mrs. E. Wicks, “ Silver Springs,” Beaufort Road, 
St. Leonards-on-Sea, Sussex. 


FOR SALE 


Pair young Swinhoe’s Pheasants (American stock), £9 10s. Systema Avium 
Rossicarum (Birds of the U.S.S.R.), Vol. 1, in French, coloured plates ; foreword by 
Jean Delacour, £1.—Sypney Porter, 149 Stenson Road, Derby. 


FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE 


AvIcULTURAL MAGAZINE, 1951-1956, complete as new, offers or foreign 
seed-eaters. Exchange 12 Budgerigars (any colour) for foreign — 
Major S. F. Corne, Sherwood House, Normanton Bks., Derby. 


DONATIONS 
(Coloured Plate Fund) 


Major J. Finpiay 


WATERFOWL RINGS 


Members are reminded that the Society’s special blue — as are always available. 
All Waterfowl in collections, both public private, them. 


Price per han 
Size. 
2-3 Teal. 
3 Wigeon : 
4 Mallard, Pintail, etc. 
4-5 Smaller geese . 
5  Greylag 
Requests for rings should be addressed to se Hon. Scent Avicultural Society, 


c/o Zoological Society of London, Regent’s Park, London, N.W. 1, from whom all 
particulars can be obtained. 


POST-MORTEM EXAMINATIONS 
Attention is drawn to the following rules :— 


Rule 1.—A short account of the illness should accompany the specimen. All birds 
to be sent as fresh as possible to Mr. W. Lawrence, The Zoological Society of London, 
Regent’s Park, London, N.W. 1. 


Rule 2.—A fee of tos, and a stamped addressed envelope MUST be enclosed with 
the bird. 


Rule 3.—No body or skin of any bird will be returned under any circumstances 
whatever. 


Artuur A. 
Hon, Secretary. 


STFPHEN AUSTIN AND SONS, LTD., PRINTERS, HERTFORD, 





